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New Coffee
Shuttle 1 on

IF North Queensiand En-
gineers and Agents’ man-
aging director, Don Fry,
had his way, he would
have an updated version

of the company’s new

coffee harvester on the
drawing board before the
current moadel has even

- finished its field trals.

Not that there is any-
thing wrong with Coffee
Shuttle One, which made
its-first public appearance
at a field trial near

Mureeba récently, but Mr .

Fry believes it.can be
improved upon before
releasing it on the world
market, its ultimate desti-
~ nation.

o

: Australia’s first coffes-

harvester came to the
Tablelands in 1982, when
“growers Nat and Dick
Jaques imported a New
"Zealand berty picker and
. had it converted for . cof-
fee picking. This was
.joined two years later by a
Brazilian machine, im-
g(e)r{ed by a neighbour,
n Colbran.

There was a general

agreement at the time that

" the new Australian indus-
try could only survive
with mechanical harvest-
ing, a belief borne out by
the Tableland’s coffes
growers in the vyears
which followed.

However, neither ma-
ching was ideally suited
for the Tableland condi-
tions, and that was when
NQEA came into the pic-
ture. In cotlaboration with
the Jagues brothers. and
atter considerable discus-
sion. research and devel-
opment, Coffee Shuttle
One was produced.

PDescribed as a new
generation harvester, and
with a price tag of
5250.000, the machine is
destined for world mar-
kets. although Mr Fry

first voyage

would prefer 1o see’ that
tag reduced. .
According to his crite-
nia for world markets, that
a machine must be work-

ahle and affordable, Coi- -

fee Shuitle One is half
way there. It works, and
works well, but he feels it
could be made more af-
fordable, probably
through simplification of
the design. So back to the
drawing board.

But for NQEA’s Alan
Schwenke and Barry
Spilsbury,---the CONCErnN

‘was - nat distant werld

markets but a coffee
plantationn ou the Table-
land, and for them Coffee
Shuttle One was doing a
good job as it rumbled
along the rows of bushes.
shaking the bright red
berries into containers
along the sides of the
machine.

The machine, de-

"veloped at-a cost of

$500,000, spent a coupie
of weeks at the Jaques'
ptantation being “de-
bugged’-in preparation for
its first public appearance
on the property of neigh-
bour Bruno Maloberti.
under the eves of an in-
tensely interested group
of growers, tobacco farm-
ers, and DPI pessonnel.

Its behaviour was im-
peccable. gathering up the
hernes. de-husking them.
depositing the wet beans
in a traler via the new
side-mounted hoppers.
und dotng a little Jig us s
self-levelling svstern came
N0 Operalion on rough
ground at the end oi a
row.

Everyvone was :m-
pressed. from Nar Jiques.
in his driver's seal nearly
4m ubove the ground. 10
the small bovs who came
with their fathers and who
were allowed to climb up
for a ride.

S

THE harvester is

ik

;ictured dur‘mg its fie

-y

dt trials, compiete with: interestec

spectators. Nat Jagues, the driver, is standing on the top of the-machine.

According to Atlan
Schwenke. the harvester is
a considerable improve-
ment on the earlier ma-
chines.

He said it still worked
on the ‘vibration’ priaci-
ple used in the earlier
machines. with the har-
vesier straddling each row
of bushes und shaking or
vibrating each bush he-
tween rutating lingers.
causing the berries (o fall
into comtainers inside the
machine.

Ianovatons L ortes
Shuttle {ine nclude o
built-in husker, side-
mounted hoppers which
pPEVOL oul o unload the
herrres. the ability 1o hur-
vest Derries growing iow
Jown on the bushes and
technical improvements
like a reduction mecha-
nism for oscillator speeds
and control by the apera-
tor over the power output

of the 75 kW Perkins
water cooled diesel en-
gine.

With the new machine.
accessories like tree-
pruners can be attached if
required.

There is a self-levelling
svstem for use on rough
ground, 4WD configura-
tion, utihising hydraulic
motors in cach cwheel
with front-wheel steering.

The transmission is fited ;
with selectable diff lock.

Operational hraking

dchieved hvdraulicaily.

with a park bprake mmcoe-

porated into the svsiem.
There is a wide range of *

speeds for both harvestng
and between-farm travel.

The unrt s controlled
Bvoome man, anth one
other  worker needed

bring the husked herries
Irom the field to the fuc- -

tory ready for provessing.

Zetor offer you
hoid of ane of
with luxury Ev

Zetor Modal

10111 Cap Tracor

10145 Cab fracter
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